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Your genre analysis will be a detailed description and analysis of a critical genre (e.g. the genre 
of the film review or the genre of the op/ed) important to your field and/or area of research and 
writing interest. The analysis should be supported by reference to at least one primary, 
representative example and several secondary examples; when possible, it should also include 
reference to relevant style guides or other expressions of community standards. Through this 
project, you will develop skills for discovering genre conventions and audience expectations—an 
important skill for writers whose majors and careers will often expect you to quickly learn to 
respond to a variety of writing situations and master a range of genres. 
 
Overview 
In this project, you will choose a genre or type of document that is important to your 
field/profession/area of concentration. I will ask you to gather examples of this kind of document 
and use them as data for developing an explanation and analysis of rhetorical conventions that 
define the genre to which they belong. This should include formatting conventions, strategies for 
developing ethos, organization strategies, methods of delivery, and important terminology. 
 
Research component: For this project to be successful, you will need to do some research into 
the genre and professional field you choose to focus on. This may consist of at least three areas 
of research: 

1) Identifying the major types of documents associated with your area of interest. For 
example, if you plan to pursue a career in editing, what are the common types of 
documents someone in that profession can expect to write (e.g., synopses and 
rejection letters)? Research in this area may include reaching out to professionals with 
questions, perhaps doing formal or informal interviews. Part of your research should 
involve learning how and why these documents are used—what purpose(s) do they 
serve within the field? Who writes them, who reads them, and in what situations? 

2) Gathering examples of relevant texts. This includes collecting multiple examples of 
documents belonging to a particular genre; it also includes gathering related texts, 
perhaps equivalent genres from other fields, and certainly other genres within your 
field. You will use these materials to identify not only the conventions of a particular 
kind of text, but also larger conventions of the field or profession as a whole—this 
way, you will be able to analyze how a particular genre or type of document fits into a 
larger discourse. 

3) Finding what has already been written about this genre/field. Existing academic 
research on your field will help you to identify important conventions and thoughts 
on why documents and conventions have taken the particular form they do. You’ll 
also want to look for what “how-to” guides and style sheets are out there.  

 
Requirements 
Length: four to five pages 
 
Sources:  

• At least one major primary source (the main representative text for your analysis) and 
at least two other minor primary sources (to show alternatives or to supporting 



evidence that the main representative text is, in fact, representative and not an isolated 
case).  

• At least one style or how-to guide (popular or professional—e.g., the MLA handbook 
explains the genre of the academic essay). 

• At least three other supporting secondary sources—these might include professional 
style guides, popular how-to guides, and scholarly analyses (it’s fine to use Miller and 
other course readings as sources). 

 
Format/style: The analysis should take the form of an analytical essay. You might use Miller and 
Shepherd’s essay on weblogs as a content model (although a much longer one), while Spinuzzi 
on “genre assemblages” while be closer to the length you’re going for. 
 
Dates 
Thursday 2/4: Workshop on genre analysis—bring in genre samples 
Tuesday 2/9: Peer Review—Full draft due for workshopping 
Thursday 2/11: Polished Analysis due 


